Page 16 THE POST, Frederick, Maryland 
Wednesday, October 20, 1965 




Phoot by Irv Swope 

TROPHY COLLECTOR — Twelve - year - old A. M.. homas of Sugarloaf Mountain. Thomas 

Debbie Luhn of Urbana shows the trophies who is 81 - year - old, is Debbie’s shooting in- 

she has won shooting skeet to her grandfather, structor. 



Skeet Is Fun For Debbie Luhn 

By JIM GILFORD 

Debbie Luhn gets a big kick 
out of shooting skeet with a 
twenty gauge shotgun and she 
probably always will, thanks to 
her 81 year old grandfather. 

Just the way she says, “It’s a 
lot of fun.” tells the story. 

Debbie is the twelve-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Aus- 
tin Luhn of Urbana. Her grand- 
father and shooting instructor is 
A. M. Thomas, superintendent of 
the Stronghold on Sugarloaf 
Mountain 

Skeet is a target sport deve- 
loped for shotguns. Small, sau- 
cer-shaped clay discs thrown 
hke flying birds are used fc 
targets. Hit by even a small 



part of the charge fired from a 
shotgun, these brittle clay birds 
break in mid-air. 

Debbie got an early start at 
shooting skeet. By the time she 
was six, the perky, brown-hair- 
ed youngster was tagging along 
after “Mitty”, as she calls her 
grandfather, when he went to 
shoot skeet at nearby gun 
clubs. And like any active six- 
year-old, it wasn’t long before 
she wasn’t satisfied just to sit 
and watch. 

“She wasn’t big as my shot- 
gun and not strong enough to 
lift it, but she wanted to shoot 
it all the same,” recalls Thom- 
as. 

Finally, when she was nine, 
Debbie could lift that shotgun 
to her shoulder and there was 
no holding back then. “I had to 
start her off on shells with 
lighter loads of powder to re- 
duce the kick of the gun” ex- 
plains Thomas, “but she soon 
worked up to regular loads”. 

‘‘My arms used to get tired 
before I was finished shooting” 
declares Debbie. This didn’t stop 
her for she quickly mastered the 
fundamentals of safe gun hand- 
ling and learned how to hit 
flying targets. 

“She was a good student”, ad- 
mits Thomas. “All I did was 
tell her what to do and she could 
do it”. 

Thomas, a familar figure on 
local skeet fields, is well-quali- 



fied to tea'ch Debbie about shot- , 
gunning. He was shooting clay: 
birds 60 years ago before skeet I 
was an organized sport. 

“In those days, we were 
breaking targete with muzzle 
loading shotguns”, he remem- 
bers. Although he retired from 
competitive shooting nearly ten 
years ago, Thomas still enjoys 
shooting a “sociable round” of 
skeet. 

Without a doubt, bis greatest 
enjoyment today comes from 
knowing that his love of gun and 
target has set the spark that 
fired up another generation. 

Handling a shotgun and shoot- 
ing skeet with the ease and con- 
fidence it takes to be a steady 
winner is as natural to Debbie 
as skipping rope. But it’s not 
as easy as she makes it look. 

The targets are shot at from 
different positions arranged in a 
| large half-circle on the skeet 
field. Birds thrown from both 
sides of the field sail past each 
shooting position at a different 
angle because of this half-cir- 
cle arrangement. 

Most of the birds are thrown 
as singles, first from the left 
and then the right as the shoot- 
er calls for them. A few are shot 
as doubles; two targets thrown 
at the same time, one from each 
side of the field. 

There are twenty-five target's 
in a round of skeet and each 
target broken counts a score. 
Even though twenty or better 
is good, in today’s competition 
a shooter cannot miss many 
birds and finish among the win- 
ners. 

Debbie can shoot a: perfect- 
score with surprising regularity, 
especially for so young a shoot- 
er. On one recent shooting spree 
she ran up a string of nine 
consecutive flawless rounds, j 
breaking 237 targets before she j 
missed. This performance won 
a special citation from the Win- 
chester Arms Company, a. lead- 
ing producer of sporting arms 
and ammunition. 

Counted among the best skeet 
shooters in this area, Debbie is 
good enough right now to call 



her shots from almost any sta- 
tion on the field. “She can crowd 
the best ones and do a whole 
lot better than most the rest 
when- she shoots the way she 
can” says her grandfather and 
he has her scores to proe hir 
point. 

In the last three years, Deb- 
■ ble ha s shot her way into the 
i winner’s circle more than six- 
: teen times, winning most of her 
i laurels against stiff competition 
at the National Capital Gun 
! Club near Rockville. 

She won her first trophy the 
hard way, shooting in a snow 
storm. “Her hands were so cold 
she could hardly hold the gun. . 
She was only since then” says 1 
Thomas. J 

Debbie shoots more than 100 
targets every week. She is work- 
ing hard to improve her score 



i in preparation for the Frederick 
County Skeet Championship on 
October 24. 



An annual event the Cham- 
pionship Shoot brings together 
the best skeet shooters in the 
area. The Tuscarora Gun Club 
near Point of Rocks will be host 
to this year’s shoot. 

. Away from her guns, Debbie 
ls -o m V ch any girl her age 
with just a hint of being a tom- 
boy. She likes other sports, es- 
pecially baseball and raises 
tropical fish as a hobby. 

.An eighth grader at Pooles- 
vhle High School, Debbie is 
an “A” student and says she 
wants “to be a teacher some- 
day”. Mathematics is her fa- 
vorite subject. 

Debbie’s mother and dad shoot 
^ay birds too and by the time 
that her four year old sister, 
Janet, and young brother, Dale’ 
start shooting, the Luhn’s wifi 
have enough to make a family 
squad. J 
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j k eep this family shooting, wil] 
i really have his hands, full." 




